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Dear Friends,

2021 has been a second year, world-wide, marked by the uncertainties and 
setbacks of the Covid-19 Pandemic. A number of the schools in the countries we 
are present have had to close during part or most of the year. However, armed 
from the experience of 2020, we were better equipped to counter the restrictions 
imposed by COVID. Besides rigorously following the safety protocols in all schools, 
whether they were open or admitting only half of the student body at a time to 
respect the distancing measures, we made sure that those students that were 
at home kept in touch with teachers, school staff, and our staff and local NGO 
partners, mostly via digital technology and implementing e-learning tools using 
laptops, tablets, and/or mobile phones. Teachers were trained in distance learning 
and curriculums were adapted accordingly. This has contributed significantly 
to preventing school drop outs and in maintaining a high level of pass rates. 
Despite the precarious living conditions of our beneficiaries, their adaptation 
to online learning in sometimes difficult circumstances (such as chaotic home 
environments and issues in connection), has been proof of their strong will and 
determination to succeed in school and thirst for learning.  They have been tested 
with further trials and demonstrated flexibility and resilience: their example, 
once again, inspires us and reminds us that every child has an inalienable right 
to education and to life, and that we have the duty to do everything we can to lift 
barriers to quality education for all children of the world. The silver lining of the 
pandemic, if any, is that students and teachers have acquired new IT skills, and are 
now prepared to transition smoothly to online learning, or hybrid e-learning (part 
in presence, part online), should the COVID situation deteriorate again or other 
similar events present themselves.  

Sadly, the year 2022 has opened with yet another humanitarian crisis - the invasion 
of Ukraine by Russia. This has made evident the tragedy of our dependence on 
fossil fuels, as gas and oil sold to Europe and other countries represents a large 
part of the Russian GDP. At the same time, fossil fuels have been the major cause 
of CO2 emissions and global warming for many decades.  It is crucial that we 
severe our slavery to fossil fuels, both to counter global heating, as well as to avoid 
geopolitical conflicts. The IPCC has warned us that our window of opportunity to 
stay below the safe threshold of 1.5 degrees Celsius of warming is quickly closing: 
we only have three years by which emissions must peak to then fall drastically.  Yet 
also individuals can play a major role, as their actions can help reduce emissions 
by up to 70%.  We therefore invite all citizens, on behalf of our children, the future 
of the planet, to do all we can to reduce GHG emissions, by switching to renewable 
energy providers or installing solar panels, consuming less energy, flying and 
driving less, and switching to a plant-based diet.

Finally, I would like to thank whole heartedly our followers, volunteers, Board 
Members, and supporters who have contributed in this collective journey of 
helping our children achieve their dreams of obtaining an education.  

Sincerely,

Elena Pistorio
Director, Pistorio Foundation
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ABOUT US

OUR MISSION
Since our founding, our mission has been to improve the living conditions of children in 
greatest need, with a focus on education, by providing long-term scholarships, and by 
building and improving school infrastructures. Over time our support has also extended 
to school drop outs, providing non formal schooling so that they can be reinserted in 
the public school system and complementing and enriching school programs with life 
skills, IT classes and other tailored activities aimed at reinforcing academic and social 
outcomes and preventing school drop-out.

OUR REACH
• 16 YEARS
• 6 COUNTRIES
• 19,226 SCHOOL YEARS SPONSORED
• OVER 4000 STUDENTS RECEIVED SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT
• 671 STUDENTS HAVE OBTAINED A PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL DEGREE
• 50 SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE & LIBRARY PROJECTS COMPLETED

OUR VALUES
Our core guiding principles are the following: 
1. Solidarity and volunteerism through example, involvement in our projects, and raising 

awareness on conditions of children worldwide.
2. Integrity and transparency in our work with our stakeholders and donors, committed 

to being accountable for how every Euro is spent.
3. Efficiency by making every Euro stretch to the maximum and getting it to where it is 

most needed by our beneficiaries.

OUR APPROACH
We have chosen to concentrated on selected geographical regions to have the greatest 
impact in a given area. We are aware that obstacles to education are multifaceted and 
our interventions respond to the needs of the local community and our beneficiaries. 
We run or support, in close collaboration with our local grassroots partners, scholarship 
programs that have a holistic approach and provide not only access to quality education 
but also access to health care and to basic nutrition. Such a holistic approach can 
maximize the chances of a child to succeed in school as a sick or malnourished child 
cannot perform well in school. Inadequate school infrastructures can also be another 
barrier to school attendance in many countries, and where necessary we improve school 
infrastructure and ensure that each school is equipped with a kitchen and canteen 
and sanitation facilities. We also support the long-term schooling of every child, from 
preschool to professional school and university level. Our ultimate goal is for these 
children to be able to become self-sufficient and thriving adults that find employment of 
their choice, and thereby break their families’ intergenerational cycle of poverty.
Lastly, since our founding, all our administrative and headquarter costs have been kept 
to a minimum, and what sets up apart is that they have been entirely funded by the initial 
capital of the Foundation. This has and is allowing for 100% of every single donation 
received to be entirely devolved to projects on location.

TOTAL PROJECTS INVESTMENTS IN 2021: 106,948 Euros
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INTERVENTIONS
MOROCCO – BACK TO SCHOOL PROJECT
In Morocco, the Pistorio Foundation has partnered since 2010 with the Azrou Center 
for Community Development, Al Akhawayn University, and the Ministry of National 
Education, to implement the national Non-Formal Education (NFE) program in Azrou, 
in the province of Ifrance. The Program was created by the government to tackle the 
high rate of school drop-outs. The idea was to provide children up to age 18, who had 
dropped out of school or who have never attended school, a three-year catch-up school 
which followed the national curriculum and prepared students for the primary school 
examination. The ultimate objective was for children to be enroll once again in the public 
school system or be directed towards vocational and professional schools, once they 
completed the three-year program. 
The main reasons children abandon school in this region are extreme poverty, as parents 
are unable to provide for all the school supplies and fees and transport to school and in 
some cases encourage the child to work to earn an income for the family; illiteracy of 
parents that leads them to neglect and undervalue their children’s schooling; emotional 
and physical abuse from outdated and strict disciplinary methods in the formal 
school system; unstable family backgrounds; family migration and rural exodus; and 
unrecognized family status of children such as orphans or of single parent family.
The NFE program aims at reducing school drop-out rates and the number of street 
children. In addition, it intervenes where the national education system does not: for 
example, children above the age of 15 are not eligible by law to attend public school if 
they have not completed primary education; in contrast, the NFE program allows them 
to study and obtain their primary school certificate, so that they can subsequently be 
admitted to professional school. This is clearly life changing for them, as they effectively 
learn to read and write, are able to enroll in Professional School, and restores their 
employability and chances of pursuing a profession of their choice.
To maximize the outcomes of the program, the Foundation built a school building for 
the program in 2011, equipped with classrooms, workshop rooms, canteen, kitchen, and 
sanitation facilities. In 2020, the Lacombe Digital Room Facility was added in the center. 
Every year, our ENF project is singled out by the education authorities as one of the 
best in the country and taken as model, with our students having the highest rates of 
success in passing the final examinations and being readmitted in the public school 
system or professional school. For many students, the center is a second home, where 
they find a stimulating and nurturing environment, and where they receive individualized 
attention and are followed every step of the way to regain their skills and confidence. 
It also represents a safe place for children to socialize, make new friends, and be 
involved in activities they would not otherwise be able to afford, such as excursions 
to cultural attractions or outdoor field trips such as to the beach. At the school they 
receive a nutritious meal overseen by a nutritionist, and they can have access to medical 
consultations if needed. They take part in activities such as theater and sports that help 
them express themselves as well as learn new skills and interact with other students in 
healthy ways. They can also choose to stay afterschool and do research in the computer 
room or read books and do their homework. 
Through our scholarship, students receive school supplies, uniforms, tools for the 
vocational training workshop, a meal in school, medical check-ups and specialized 
medical visits if required. The scholarship also covers summer camp, so that students 
are able to continue socializing and engaging in positive learning activities with their 



2021 | ANNUAL ACTIVITIES REPORT | Interventions Morocco8

classmates and educators during the school break. During the school year, at the 
center, students also take vocational training courses in tailoring, pastry making, and 
hairdressing, to initiate them to a profession in case they chose to enroll in professional 
school at the end of the program, if they are too old to attend secondary school. Several 
times a year we run awareness raising campaigns on health and hygiene, life skills, and 
on the environment. Students are involved in gardening and in recycling projects.
Schools in Marocco closed with the outbreak of COVID in March 2020, and reopened 
in October 2020. As we did not have COVID cases, our school was able to remain open 
throughout 2021, while strictly following the COVID protocols and distancing measures. 
During the months that the school was forced to close in 2020, students were able to 
continue working in remote thanks to the tablets we made available for them to this end. 
Throughout 2021, students and staff continued to reinforce IT skills in case the school 
should be forced to close again. Educators and volunteers received training in e-learning 
to best support their students. The staff also ran awareness sessions to teach students 
the necessary safety measures to adopt in school and at home to protect themselves 
and their families from COVID. 
Despite the challenges of COVID, our students this year continued assiduously their 
studies, demonstrating adaptability and resilience. They improved their sense of 
responsibility as they sought themselves support when they needed, in order to navigate 
the e-learning platform, and they showed active and diligent involvement in the activities 
organized. Improvement in their attention, listening, and communication skills was also 
evident in the parent teacher conferences organized every six months in which they also 
illustrate themselves their individual progress and achievements.
Another positive outcome is the change in attitude of parents towards education. 
Parents have showed increased interest in the progress of their children as they 
have contacted teachers more often to inquire about their children’s work, possibly 
because they witnessed at home the online lessons their children were doing during 
the lockdown and became more involved in supporting them. Parents have expressed 
their satisfaction with the program and acknowledged how it has positively influenced 
their child’s life and the family’s. At the Center we also have a family counselor staff 
who mediates in difficult individual student or family situations such as in the case of 
violence, delinquency, or vandalism, and she interacts both individually with students as 
well as with parents. The Counselor also organizes coaching sessions with parents on 
effective socio-pedagogic parenting methods to use with their children.

Workshop on Covid safety measures Staff members in front of School building
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Environment day activities

Tailoring and embroidery workshop

Teacher training in e-learning and IT

End of year celebration

Field trip in Ifrane

School canteen

Student achieves her Primary School Certificate

Math class
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FROM OUR BENEFICIARIES AND STAFF

A. “My name is A. I studied in a formal school until I reached the 
6th grade. After that, I was asked for identity papers, which I did 
not have. So I was forced to leave the school. Three years later, 
I enrolled in the Azrou Community Center Non Formal Education 
Program. I started studying again in the 6th year, and I passed! 
Today, I am enrolled in the vocational training center, where I 
chose the branch of study in the field of building electricity. And 
now, thanks to God and the support that Pistorio Foundation and 
Azrou Center has given me, I am ready to continue my studies and 
build my future.”

Mother of A. “My child A. was studying until the 6th grade. 
He left his studies because he did not have identity papers. I 
was supposed to prepare his family booklet and I stopped this 
procedure because his father was detained in prison. I heard 
a lot of people talking about the Azrou Center and how useful 
it was for children, so I enrolled him as soon as possible. The 
center has helped A. in his studies and personal development. 
He is now more comfortable because he has his identity papers 
and is pursuing his vocational training and I feel relieved of what 
seemed like a burden before.”

Hasna HILALI is one of the school teachers at the center 
since 2010. 
“My name is Hasna HILALI and I have been involved in the NFE 
program for over a decade. Indeed, this great experience of 
teaching children has allowed me to develop from one year to 
another my ability to manage and supervise children who are out 
of school and who live under various very difficult constraints 
(poverty, family problems, geographical instability...). During this 
journey, I was also able to get in touch with students’ parents 
and encourage them to view education as an irreplaceable 
opportunity. Despite the “Covid-19” pandemic, the NFE program is 
still going strong in good social and professional conditions thanks 
to the efforts of the teachers and the staff of the Azrou Center 
and the support of Pistorio Foundation. Personally, and from my 
contacts with the majority of the students who have benefited 
from this program, I can objectively say that the NFE program is 
key to the socio-professional success of these underprivileged 
children, who are especially lacking in a number of basic means to access school. It is a 
program that has given back to these children their dignity through personal fulfillment of 
a child’s active life that should be attending school. I thank the Pistorio Foundation and the 
Azrou Center for all the efforts made since 2010. It is a commendable social initiative that 
has allowed the majority of children to be reconciled with society and become good, active 
and productive citizens.” 
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Impact since 2010
• 477 beneficiaries on scholarship;
• over 490 school years sponsored
• 1 School Building and 1 Computer Room built
• 440 students have completed the NFE program
• 24 students have completed Professional School

THAILAND – NEW HOPE PROJECT
The Pistorio Foundation is present in northern Thailand since 2006, and through the Pistorio 
Foundation Thailand since 2014, focusing on providing access to quality education to children 
of marginalized ethnic minorities, migrant, rural and hill-tribe communities which are those 
who have least benefitted from the nation’s economic growth of the past decades. Despite 
improvement in government support in primary and secondary school, providing free 
access to school and meals in primary school, children from these groups still often lack the 
financial resources to afford even transport to school or school supplies. In addition, in many 
cases, Thai is not their mother tongue making it harder for them to integrate in the first years 
of primary school. Furthermore, a large part is stateless and hence unable to access social 
services such as health care, legal jobs, and land ownership. The complex multi-year process 
of obtaining an ID card is difficult for most illiterate stateless people, who are also mostly 
not aware of their rights nor of how to obtain citizenship. According to Plan International the 
number of stateless people in Thailand is over one million, most of them children1. According 
to UNICEF, amongst non-Thai children, 40% are not enrolled in grade 1 and 34% are not 
attending secondary school. Another prevalent issue is gender discrimination in access to 
education among ethnic minorities: due to the costs of education and lack of school facilities 
in rural areas, boys are more likely to be enrolled in school in distant locations while girls are 
more likely to be left behind at home.
Since 2006, the Pistorio Foundation has completed over 34 school infrastructure projects, 
3 clean water systems, and 1 health post in remote hill-tribe villages. We have supported 
the long-term education of over 3400 beneficiaries, and 459 students have completed 
professional school, reaching over thirty thousand indirect beneficiaries.
Throughout the 2021, the pandemic and government guidelines have forced schools to 
close for many months in the year. Our staff in Thailand was nonetheless able to carry 
out its activities adapting as in 2020 to the restrictions. Primary school students of the 
bilingual program received worksheets at home, and secondary school students continued 
their classes via distance learning. Students also continued to take part in remote life 
skills training and career counselling sessions organized by the Foundation. We provide 
all our students who do not have ID guidance and assistance in obtaining citizenship with 
the support of our local partner, ADRA. The only program that was temporarily suspended 
was the onsite school green projects which were taken over by the teachers. When COVID 
restrictions eased off, students were also able to take part in English language camps in the 
summer and emergency first aid training and awareness raising campaigns on gender and 
domestic violence.
In 2021, 25 students graduated from several professional schools including VBAC, KCTC, 
TIECE, Pa Sang Industrial College, and Lamphun. Most of them have decided not to apply 
for university, but find work instead to help their families whose economic conditions have 
further deteriorated during the pandemic.

1 Stateless and without rights, by Katja Dombrowski, Development and Cooperation, 21/08/2014
https://www.dandc.eu/en/article/many-ethnic-minorities-thailand-are-stateless-and-thereby-without-rights
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English camp

School green project

Guiding our students 
to obtain citizenship

Bilingual schooling at 
home during lockdown

Some of our professional 
school graduates

Online Carreer Counselling Sessions
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FROM OUR BENEFICIARIES

T.K. “My name is T. K., I am 19 years old, and I have just 
graduated from Nathayom 6 Secondary School in in 
Chiang Rai province. I come from a tribal village in Chiang 
Khong, next to the Mekong River and Laos. I lived with my 
grandmother and uncle because both my parents split up to 
make new families. My grandparents and uncle raised me 
and sent me to school, however they are very poor and just 
having enough food to eat was a special treat. This hardship 
has made me a diligent person who studies hard to have 
good grades. Because we couldn’t afford school supplies or 
clothes, I had to study hard so the school would award me 
scholarships. After primary school I moved to Chiang Rai to 
attend middle school and lived with a family friend. At the 
beginning it was very hard, I was tempted to mix with friends 
that were ready to lead me on the wrong path. Fortunately, I 
continued to apply myself. After three years, I learned about 
the Pistorio Foundation scholarship and was able to do 
my three years of upper secondary school thanks to their 
support.
These years have made me more self-confident through academic competitions and theatrical 
performances and I have grown in terms of attitude and ideas. I was also on the student council 
leading a waste free school campaign, and we took part in an environmental fair Bangkok. I 
learned about the importance of protecting the environment. I have faced many obstacles but 
have built character and know that if I work hard, I can help my family live a better life. I have 
enrolled in medical school for next year, and I am grateful to the Pistorio Foundation for the 
opportunity it has given me in this journey toward my dream career.”

N.P., 18 years old, was raised by her father as her parents separated 
shortly after she was born. Her father was able to send her to school 
in their home village until lower secondary school. As she had to leave 
her village to continue her studies in pre-medical school and her father, 
who also had health issues, did not have the funds to pay for her room 
and board fees, the Pistorio Foundation supported her studies in three 
years of upper secondary school. N.P. was a brilliant student with a 
3.96 GPA and was involved in many school activities and made many 
friends. “I am thankful to my father who worked so hard, cared for me, 
and dedicated himself to my achievements. My father, my schooling, 
and the Pistorio Foundation Thailand staff have provided me with a 
good starting point to pursue my dream job in medicine or nursing. 
I would like to be able to apply the knowledge I have learned to help 
others who are poor and suffering from severe and chronic medical 
conditions. I have lived with my father who has chronic medical 
problems so I understand how the family of a patient feels when their 
loved one is suffering. I would like to thank the Pistorio Foundation 
team as they are like family who sincerely cared for me and supported 
me throughout my studies. The road ahead is unknown but I will not 
give up and will do my best to take each step forward and achieve my 
life’s goals and make my dream of helping others come true.”
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P.O., 19 years old “The Pistorio Foundation Thailand scholarship 
allowed me to pursue my secondary studies. I gained a lot of great 
experiences from this school and made many good friends. My 
teachers have always also been very helpful. For six years here I 
have been class leader and became student body president. I listen 
to others and find out the causes of their problems, and no matter 
how big or small, I was always willing to solve them for them. I will use 
this experience in the future to help advance my skills as a leader 
in my community. As I have graduated, I will go on to study math in 
the Faculty of Education in Chiang Rai Rajabhat University so I can 
become a teacher and help other kids in my community. My mother 
has always encouraged me to keep fighting, and I want to study hard 
and have a stable career so I can help her be happy and comfortable. 
She has loved and cared for me. Now I want to do the same for her.”

Impact since 2006
• over 3400 beneficiaries on scholarship;
• over 16,900 school years sponsored
• 38 infrastructures projects completed: 3 Primary Schools, 

3 Teacher Accommodations buildings, 1 Secondary School, 
3 Kindergartens, 7 Dormitories, 3 Libraries, 3 Computer 
Rooms, 5 Preschools, 2 Playgrounds, 1 Arts & Music School 
Building, 3 Canteens, 3 Clean Water Systems, 1 Health Post

• 456 students have completed professional school
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CAMBODIA – BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPORT
The Pistorio Foundation has been working since 2006 with the local partner Pour Un 
Sourire d’Enfant in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, supporting scholarships, library and school 
infrastructure projects, and digital learning projects. The schools of PSE provide education 
for extremely poor children of the slums of the city, and many worked as scavengers on 
the municipal dump. According to Unicef, 13% of children in Cambodia are involved in child 
labor, completion rate of primary school is 73% and only 50% of adolescents attend lower 
secondary school, and just 23% upper secondary school.
When the pandemic hit and schools were forced to close down, the students and teacher 
at Pour un Sourire d’Enfant were not equipped to switch to distance learning, and only 30% 
of students at the start were able to follow classes through their mobile phones. In 2021, we 
co financed an e-learning project that would allow all professional school students to have 
mobile devices and internet connection, train teachers and students in distance learning, 
and adapt accordingly the curriculum. The result proved to be very successful as attendance 
rate went up to 90% by the middle of 2021. 
In 2021, schools were closed from February to September for high school students, and until 
November for all other students. For the month of November, class size at the PSE schools 
was reduced and a hybrid format of online and in presence classes was used, giving priority of 
in school attendance to students who had the greatest learning challenges. 
The project required adapting the course content to online teaching, training and equipping 
teachers in digital tools and online pedagogy, and equipping students with telephone and 
internet connection. Overall, the project targeted over 1300 beneficiaries and enabled the 
distribution of 450 smartphones and internet connection, inclusive of a child safety software 
to prevent them from accessing dangerous sites; 322 headphones; and laptops and tripods 
for teachers to conduct online classes. Classrooms were also equipped with speakers, 
webcams, and wireless microphones.
The end of year results were very encouraging: 100% of teaching was delivered online to all 
students as of May 2021. Over 85% of students passed their exams, comparable to pre covid 
years and 92% of teachers felt confident to teach online with the tools at their disposal. All 
teachers acquired new IT skills and the schools are now ready to continue hybrid teaching 
(half in presence and half online simultaneously) should restrictions we put in place again. 
The hybrid method allows all students to take part in the lesson at the same time. Maintaining 
hybrid classes can make it easier for students to transition to full online should schools close 
again.

FROM OUR BENEFICIARIES

P.P. is 19 years old and doing Cooking and Pastry making at the 
PSE Hotel and Tourism School. He has been with PSE since 2016 
as his father is very sick and cannot work and his mother sells 
fruit at the market earning about 3000 riels (about 60 cents) per 
day. PP. lives with his parents and two siblings in a small room 
they rent near PSE. His experience with online learning was very 
positive: “I was so happy to have received a connection kit including 
the smartphone and internet connection. This has allowed me to 
continue my classes even as schools were closed and I have been 
able to continue learning. I am grateful that this has been possible, 
and look forward for schools to reopen.”
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P. Haia Math Teacher Every day during lockdown, teachers gave 
classes via Facebook. During the class, they interacted with 
students who wrote their questions. They delivered the course from 
their own classroom, projecting powerpoint presentations on the 
class screen, in front of their smartphone, while another professor 
checked the students who were connected and those who were 
facing technical problems.
Classes were held online for two hours in the morning and two hours 
in the afternoon. Inbetween, students worked independently on 
assignments. 
Learning conditions were not always optimal, as some students 
are faced with issues at home such as their parents asking them 
to attend to housework or looking after siblings, or technical 
connection issues and in general difficulty in concentrating 
at home. Overall P. Haia was pleased with the outcome of the 
elearning: “We realised the strong will of our students to succeed in their resilience in 
adapting to learning conditions that are far from optimal, and I can tell they really tried 
their best. It is harder to monitor them but they 
also became more independent and learned to 
organize themselves. Another positive aspect is that 
I communicate more often with parents and tutors of 
students; as we ask for their help and collaboration, 
so there is a lot more participation on their behalf in 
the students’ schooling than previously.”

Impact since 2006
• over 250 beneficiaries on scholarship
• 963 school years sponsored
• over 4400 direct beneficiaries of Library and School 

Infrastructure projects and of E-learning project
• 11 library/reading rooms and 1 school building  

classroom built
• 91 students have completed professional school

Students following a class on Zoom       
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BURKINA FASO – GIRL’S EDUCATION PROJECT
Since 2006, the Foundation has been working with CIAI in Burkina Faso in the region of 
Boulkiemdé, to support children’s scholarships and build school infrastructure. Burkina Faso 
is one of the poorest countries in the world, rated as 185th out of 188 countries by the Human 
Development Index. Despite sustained economic growth, GDP per capita is still low at 650 
US$, and sufficient and adequate school and health care infrastructure is direly lacking. 
Over 40% of the population lives below the poverty line, while demographic growth is still 
high at 3% with a fertility index of about 5.79 children on average per woman, increasing 
the demands on public services, resources, and employment. Despite improvements in 
enrollment rates in the past decades, in recent years, many parts of the country have been 
subjected to growing numbers of violent jihadist attacks on villages and schools, setting 
the clock back in terms of progress in education in some regions of the country. These 
insurgencies have caused over 1 million internal refugees and the closure of over 2500 
schools, affecting over 340K students and 11K teachers. Furthermore, the year 2022 opened 
with a military coup d’état which overthrew President Kaboré and further destabilized the 
country. The military junta accused Kaboré of being unable to maintain national security and 
to manage the deepening of Islamic insurgencies. 
The Boulkiemdé region in which we are present, in the western part of the country, for now 
has not been a target of these insurgencies. The schools our beneficiaries attend, some 
of which we have built, have remained open throughout 2021, and we have renewed our 
scholarship support to 20 primary school girls. Although the government has increased 
support in the past decade by providing meals in school, this is in reality only the case for 
about three months in the year. Likewise, school supplies for students often arrive late, after 
the start of the academic year. Sponsorship of students therefore compensates where the 
government does not effectively intervene, and when families are too poor to bear these 
costs for their children. The sponsorship covers one meal per day at the school canteen, 
school supplies, uniforms, an annual medical check-up in coordination with the local health 
centers, medical costs, anti-parasite treatment for each child, and teacher training. The 
public schools we work also receive equipment such as class furniture, didactic materials for 
teachers, teaching tools, sports equipment, and we provide school maintenance and support 
empowerment of teachers and parents’ associations through targeted training and guidance. 
All schools we work with are equipped with sanitation facilities and parents of beneficiaries 
receive literacy classes in order to access micro finance schemes and training in agriculture.
This year, parents and teachers have attended workshops on hygiene and on the preventive 
COVID-19 measures. Soaps were also distributed to schools and students. Thanks to the 
scholarship which provides a meal in school, medical follow-up, and supplies, parents are 
more motivated to send their children to school. Parents of sponsored children are also more 
involved as they are invited to actively take part in the school life: for example, they help with 
the building maintenance, with the canteen, and with sports or cultural events.
Since 2006, the Foundation has enlarged one primary school adding classrooms, sanitation 
facilities, and kitchen; built one secondary school with 10 classrooms, library, computer room 
and sanitation facilities; and one bridge classroom to reinsert child workers in the public 
system via an intermediary catch up program. 
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Primary school children on scholarship in villages of Boulkiemdé region

FROM OUR BENEFICIARIES

T.F. “My name is T.F. and I am in grade three at the school Godin. 
Thanks to the sponsorship, we can stay in school for our meals. 
We also receive school supplies. I am very grateful for the 
support. Not every child has this opportunity. I promise to work 
hard in school to become a teacher one and educate the children 
in my village.”

N.F. “I am N.F. in grade four at the Boutoko school. Thanks to the 
sponsorship support I am able to study well. We have received 
school supplies, soap, and we have a canteen. I can stay in school 
to have a meal at lunch time and don’t need to go back home 
which is really far. This way, I can attend afternoon classes. When 
we are sick, we are taken care of. I thank you for the support, and 
my parents for enrolling me in school. Here, a lot of children are 
not in school, but I have been lucky. When I am older, I want to 
become a nurse to help cure others.

Impact since 2006
• over 200 beneficiaries on scholarship
• 954 school years sponsored
• Infrastructure projects completed: Nibagdo Primary School 

expansion for 150 students; Sogpelce’ Secondary School 
for over 700 students; “Bridge Classroom” for out of school 
children
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ITALY – CONTRASTING SCHOOL DROP OUT 
The pandemic has dramatically increased the amount of people living in poverty in 
Italy. Today, according to ISTAT, out of about 10 million children and adolescents, 1.3 
million live in absolute poverty, and 2 million in relative poverty. The south of Italy has the 
highest percentage of individuals at risk of poverty or social exclusion, with the greatest 
concentration in major and minor urban centers. In addition, these youth are challenged 
by educational poverty, that is, the lack of access to learning, training, and acquisition of 
the necessary competences to pursue their passions and improve their capabilities, due to 
disadvantaged socio-economic contexts and the families’ material poverty. These children 
are at high risk of dropping out of school and of social marginalization.
Since 2017, the Foundation has partnered with Mission Bambini to improve the outcomes 
of underprivileged children in Librino, one of the most underserved and degraded 
neighborhoods of Catania, which completely lacks in public services, open spaces for 
socializing, greenery, and is characterized by run down public housing buildings and the 
highest juvenile crime rate in the city. The project targets 80 minors between the ages of 6 to 
17 at high risk of social marginalization and deviation, and offers educational and recreational 
activities at the Talita Kum Center, to offer them an alternative to the streets. Professional 
educators and volunteers organize and coordinate activities ranging from after school 
tutoring, to classes in robotics and IT, to field trips, games, and creative workshops including 
art classes and waste upcycling labs, and to sports and dance lessons.
The common aim of the activities is to create a culture of cooperation and respect of rules 
and of the environment. The staff has formed a local network with social workers, schools, 
families, and other NGOs to support our beneficiaries. Students and families receive 
counselling, training, information, sand educational opportunities. 
Due to COVID, as per 2020, the number of children admitted to the center was reduced to 
43 to respect the distancing norms until June 2021. These children attended the center 
daily, followed closely by four educators and ten volunteers. There is also a psychologist at 
the center who helps volunteers in their approach to students, and, if necessary, supports 
individual students or families in need of counseling. In addition to the educational 
objectives, the goal of the project is also to improve behavioral outcomes of students. The 
staff relieved that among them, 90% have improved their ability to express and manage their 
emotions. 80% show reduced aggressiveness and improved capability towards dialogue and 
mutual trust. During the summer, children were enrolled in a camp with activities including 
excursions to the beach, exploration of the neighborhood, and outdoor games. 
As of September 2021, the center was able to admit up to 70 children, split in groups 
according to their ages, while still respecting the distancing measures and new anti-covid 
norms. We expect attendance rates to improve and for the center to return to its full capacity 
in 2022 with the lifting of the distancing measures and COVID linked restrictions.
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After school activities of children at the Talita Kum center

FROM OUR BENEFICIARIES

C., 14 years old “I think Talita Kum is a beautiful place. I come here since I was 
small. I like it here, it’s fun, and the educators help you with your homework. I like 
the animators, the workshops and all the girls and boys I meet here, I’ve made 
many friends. I will never stop coming here!”

C., 9 years old “Talita Kum is wonderful! Here I can to homework, workshops, play 
and do everything I enjoy doing like painting, drawing, and dance. The educators 
and animators will always be in my heart.”

S., 12 years old “I like Talita Kum because every single person makes me feel 
happy. When I finish school at 1 pm, I always look forward to 3.30 pm knowing that 
at that time I am going to a place that makes me happy. I also learned many things 
here that will be useful in my future. This place gives me freedom and happiness.”

N., 10 years old I think Talita Kum is amazing because there is someone who can 
help me with my homework, and I can play and practice sports. Here they treat me 
well and I have lots of friends. I want to keep attending because I feel happy here.” 

Impact since 2019
• 193 afterschool non formal education years facilitated
• Over 150 direct beneficiaries

COVID EMERGENCY EXCEPTIONAL DONATIONS
As in 2020, this past year we have made exceptional donations for the COVID emergency, 
to Caritas in India and, once again, in Italy to Mutuo Soccorso Milano in response to the 
food crisis resulting from the loss of income during lockdown of many families which 
were already living in precarious conditions.
Furthermore, families of beneficiaries in the countries we are present have received in 
kind donations of clothing and prime necessities and food supplies to help them through 
the lockdown periods.
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