On the way to School, on the Way to Life

"In the present world scenario, children deserve the
maximum attention: on one side to protect them as
they are the most vulnerable human beings; on the
other to educate them because they will be the future
citizens of the planet and ultimately, the continuous
cultural evolution of humanity to build a better world
depends on them"
Pasquale Pistorio
President and Founder

According to UNICEF’s State of the World Children
2010, there are about:
1 billion children deprived of one or more services essential
to survival and development
150 million children between the ages of 5 and
14 engaged in child labor
101 million primary school aged
children who do not attend school
1.2 million children
trafficked every year
22,000 children
under 5 who
die every
day

Mission
The Pistorio Foundation was set up in 2005 in Geneva,
Switzerland, with the mission to improve the living conditions
of underprivileged children in developing countries with a
focus on education, and ensuring that every child we support
receives basic nutrition and primary health care.

Vision
To provide 10,000 children with long term scholarships by
2016.

Our Reach - 2134 children on scholarship
Boulkiemdè, Burkina
Faso

Chiang Rai, Thailand
Total benefited children: 1880
Infrastructure: 2 Kindergartens,
2 Primary Schools, 3 Dormitories,
3 Nursery School Renovations,
2 School Libraries,
2 Computer Rooms

Total benefited children: 100
Infrastructure: Expansion
Primary School, Secondary
School

Lithang, (Tibet) China

Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Azrou, Morocco

Total benefited children
(project end 2011): 80
Infrastructure: School Dormitory

Total benefited
children: 114

Total benefited children: 40

Our Focus Improving the living conditions of underprivileged children
Starting with education
We believe that education is the key factor to breaking a child and his/her family’s cycle
of poverty. We are aware that for these children, obstacles to obtaining an education are
multifaceted. Our approach is bottom-up and holistic:
•

We provide LONG TERM SCHOLARSHIPS from Preschool to Professional School
which includes uniforms, school supplies, at least one nutritious meal per day in
school, primary health care, access to clean drinking water, and instruction in hygiene.

•

We build and improve SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE;

•

We monitor the level of education and supplement where necessary teaching staff to
maintain a low student to teacher ratio, and provide computer rooms and libraries.

Our Approach – The Village Model
Bringing lasting change, one village at a time
First Phase: Education
We ensure that every child of a given village is attending school by providing
LONG TERM SCHOLARSHIPS, and providing transport or building and improving SCHOOL
INFRASTRUCTURE.

When we build a school, we also
connect villages via the computer lab,
build a school library, provide
clean water systems, Create a focal point for
the village

Second Phase: Helping Families become Self-Sustainable
Implement and support AGRICULTURE, INCOME GENERATION and ADULT LITERACY
programs to parents of the children on scholarship. The aim is for villages to be selfsustainable in the medium term.

Collaborations - Local Partners and Communities
In every project, a tri-party long-term commitment is established between the
Foundation, the Local Partner, and the Local Communities

Contribution
from villages:
Contribution from
local partners:
• Identify needs
• Liaise with local
authorities
• Implement projects

• For infrastructure
projects:
make land available,
provide labor & maintain
buildings
• Collaborate to
ensure that children
succeed In school

Contribution from Pistorio
Foundation:
• Provide Funding
• Oversee & audit all phases of
projects & assess impact

Our Structure
Governed by eight Board Members bringing a wealth of
experience as senior executives in the finance, corporate and
legal sectors, as well as having had extensive experience in the
non profit sector

Country Managers work closely with local partners to evaluate
and select projects in line with the Foundation’s mission to be
implemented by the local partner

Country Managers and volunteers perform regular Financial,
Scholarship Program, and Project Audits, monitor progress of
children on scholarship, and assess impact and outcomes of
Projects and Programs

How we Operate
Volunteer Based
In long term partnerships with selected local NGOs
To date, administration costs have been covered by Board Members
Board Members, Country Managers, and Volunteers, travel and stay on
location at their own expense to monitor projects
100% of available resources and donations go directly to projects on
location
As per our bylaws, should the Foundation grow substantially to require
more overhead, this will not exceed 10% of our annual budget

Thank you
for your support!

APPENDIX
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Chiang Rai, Thailand Village Project

Local Partner: Camillian Social Center Chiang Rai
According to FAO (2002), there are thousands of hill-tribe villages spread in
twenty provinces of Thailand for a total population of 752,000. These
communities are amongst the most disadvantaged of the country, due to lack of
road and school infrastructure, widespread lack of citizenship, poverty, and
language and cultural barriers.
Too many children have missed out on the benefits of Thailand’s development –
particularly the children of ethnic minorities, migrants,… still plagued by
malnutrition, exclusion from education, trafficking, child labour and other forms
of exploitation. (Unicef).

We currently support 1880 children’s long-term education from
kindergarten to Professional School.

The Village Model Approach
1. Scholarship Program
• long-term education up to
• professional school
• basic nutrition
• primary health care

2. Infrastructure Program
Basic infrastructure including kindergarten,
primary school, library, computer room,
teacher accommodations and dormitories
to host children from nearby villages
3. Community Development
Work with existing NGOs to promote
• Adult literacy
• Agriculture
• Income Generation

Infrastructure Program
Major Infrastructure projects completed:
• Ban Mhai Pattanà: Primary School, Dormitory, Kindergarten, Computer
Room, Library, Teacher Accomodations, Kitchen & Canteen
• Huay Kuk: Primary School, Teacher Accomodations, Kitchen & Canteen,
Computer Room, Library
• Panaseri: Teacher Accomodations, Classroom Building, Kindergarten
• Chiang Rai Professional School: Two Girl’s Dormitories, One Boy’s
Dormitory, Kitchen & Canteen

Ban Mhai Pattanà - Primary School
Campus

Chiang Rai – Professional
School Dormitory
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Burkina Faso Village Project

Local Partner: Centro Aiuto all’Infanzia (CIAI)
Burkina Faso is one of the poorest countries in the world ranked by
the UN Human Development Index as 175th out of 177 countries.

Boulkiemdé Province, Burkina Faso
Primary School
Nibagdo

We support the education, nutrition, and primary health care of 100 children in the
village of Nibagdo and neighboring villages. In Nibagdo we expanded the primary
school adding two classrooms, kitchen, sanitation facilities, and hangar. As the
secondary school was too far for these children we have built a secondary school
in the nearby village of Sogpelcé. This school can hold up to 560 students and
caters to eight villages.
Secondary School
Sogpelcé
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Lithang (Tibet), China School Project (2006-2011)

Partner: Thamtog Rimpoche and Ghe Pel Ling Center
The majority of Lithang’s 700,000 inhabitants are nomads, and due to their
frequent migrations, distance from villages and lack of means of transport,
the children are unable to attend school and remain illiterate, like their
parents, further exacerbating their marginalization.

Lithang (Tibet), China
School Dormitory

School Classroom

The Foundation has supported the education,
nutrition and primary health care of 80 primary
school children of nomad families from 2006 to 2011.
The Local Government has since taken charge of
the children’s sponsorships and management of the
School and Campus.

In 2006, we had built a Dormitory, which includes library, kitchen, and canteen,
in addition to rooms and sanitation facilities, in the Primary School Campus for
these children.
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Phnom Penh, Cambodia Back to School Project

Local Partner: Pour un Sourire d’Enfant
According to the UN, childrens conditions in Cambodia are amongst
the worst in the world due to high mortality rate, widespread
malnutrition and acute exploitation and abuse.

Phnom Penh, Cambodia

In Stung Mean Chey, in the outskirts of Phnom Penh, we provide
long term scholarships to 114 children at the Center of
Pour un Sourire d’Enfant (PSE). These children were former
child laborers at the city dump.
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Azrou, Morocco Back to School Project

A Unesco research showed that dropout rates in Morocco are among the
highest in Arab countries, and the second highest in the Maghreb. Secondary
School enrollment is as low as 34% in cities, and falling to even 15% in rural areas.

Azrou, Morocco

At the Azrou Centre for Community Development (ACCD), the
Pistorio Foundation provides up to two years official non-formal education
to 40 underpriveleged children who have dropped out of school. The aim is to
reinsert these students in public schools. If they do not succeed, the
Foundation offers a two year Professional Training Program so that the
students can find a job upon completion of the program.

